



	  UNIT 1: Activities Around Me

	Learning Plan: 4 of  6

	Class: Infants Year 1      
	Theme:  Learn, Play, Work

	Duration:  Half day
	Topic:  Disaster Preparedness – Hurricanes and Floods

	Context:

This Learning Plan considers the activities and people involved in preparedness for a hurricane or flood. The third term coincides with the rainy season so the learning plan is well-timed. Additionally, it has become increasingly important for everyone, including five year olds, to become disaster ready especially with the changing weather patterns and the severity of extreme weather conditions and their effects on life. This learning plan offers a range of learning points that will assist young citizens to protect themselves, those around them and the things they regard as important.
	CONSIDERATIONS:

☒HFLE

Literacy

☒Reading

☐Writing

☒Oral Communication

☒Media & Information Literacy

Numeracy

☐Problem Solving

☐Critical thinking

☒Communication

☐Representation

☐Reasoning

☒ICT Skills

☒Differentiated Instruction

☒Assessment for Learning

	Outcomes:

At the end of this learning experience students will:

1. state their understanding of the term ‘disaster’ 

(“when something bad happens around us…a sudden accident that causes damage to people and things around us)

2. read and comprehend age appropriate materials relating to hurricanes and flooding

(materials may include: poems, stories, short passages from newspapers, etc. about hurricane experiences in Trinidad and  Tobago, the effects of a hurricane/flood, the perspective of a child/animal/object who experienced a hurricane/flood etc.)

3. dramatize using role play or mime and simple props, activities and actions organized and/or performed by persons and/or organisations involved in disaster preparedness related to a hurricane or flood. (fireman/firewoman, policeman/policewoman, nurses and doctors, volunteers, hospitals, Office of Disaster Preparedness and Management (ODPM),  Tobago Emergency Management Agency (TEMA)

4. engage in role play to make an emergency phone call to someone who can offer assistance during a hurricane or flooding situation (family member, adult, relevant authority, police etc.)

5. capture still shots using a simple digital camera.
	

	Activities:

1. Students look at a video clip which shows the destruction sometimes associated with a hurricane or a flood AND/OR; students show and tell about pictures they were asked to source (perhaps as a homework activity) – still images of: a hurricane in motion, flooding or the effects of these two natural disasters on people and the environment. Students use skills taught in Oral Communication for responding to audio-visual stimulus and for ‘Show and Tell’ activity. This activity should achieve outcome #1 – students’ understanding of the term ‘disaster’.

     Suggestions:

     Diego Martin flood of 2012

     Hurricane Ivan in Grenada 2004

     Hurricane Gilbert in Jamaica 1988

     Hurricane Flora in  Tobago September 30th 1963

2. Students will interact (read, discuss, explain, debate, explore etc.) with a range of selected reading materials (informational and fictional, found or created) and media texts (posters, fliers, advertisements, stickers, slogans) relating to hurricanes and floods. They read or are read to, ask and respond to questions, express ideas etc. in an oral comprehension exercise. 

       (This activity should be guided by the ‘Oral Communication’, ‘Reading   

       Literacy’ and ‘Media and Information Literacy’ ELA documents.)

3. Students view selected audio-video clips (and/or a teacher-created photo story with ‘hurricane sounds effects’ in the background) which effectively show disaster situations before, during and/or after a hurricane or flood (teacher can select) where persons who assist with disaster preparedness and relief are performing their duties. Students’ discussions during the viewing/listening activity are teacher guided where the teacher elicits ideas on the persons involved in assisting with a hurricane or flood, the activities that they perform, the importance of their services etc. 

4. (a.) Students are prepared by either teaching them or reminding them about using a digital camera to capture still shots. Students are lead through a practice activity with the camera. (The length and depth of this activity depends on the children’s exposure to and success with the camera.)

(b.) Students use the experiences of Activity #3 to inform their role play/mime/performance. Students are provided with simple items as ‘props’ (Suggestions: fire helmet, piece of water hose, policeman badge, doctor’s/nurse’s white coat, first aid kit and many other items which students may have seen in the activity #3 above.)  Teacher may demonstrate what is expected in the performance; students then perform either individually or in groups– still shots are captured by students with teacher’s guidance. Non-performers narrate through the performance; they discuss each performance with guide questions from the teacher. Everyone gets a chance to perform and capture at least one still shot (pictures are viewed at a later time.) Students are guided to maximize the opportunity to become confident, proud, creative, to practice oral communication skills when responding to performances and use of modern technology.

5.    Students would already understand the need to call for help in crisis  

       situations and ‘basics’ of using a phone: at school- a parent/guardian, at   

       home: the police station, fire station, the neighbour, a relative or friend. 

       Students are reminded of what they saw and talked about in Activities #1, 3 

       and #4 b, to get the idea of calling someone for help when in trouble. 

       Students are presented with large posters with pictures/illustrations and the 

       phone number to call when in trouble/need of help. These posters can be 

       stuck in the classroom or in a central location in the corridors. Teacher 

       demonstrates and thoroughly explains how they would use the phone to call 

       for help and what they would say (possible questions and answers during the 

       call). Students also simulate with the teacher acting as the person who is 

       called. (This is a good opportunity to teach students how to role play with a 

       phone ; when ‘talking’, there should be NO eye-contact with two parties 

       because it compromises the reality of the scene. Both persons should be 

       sufficiently apart but audible to each other and to the others. It comes with 

       lots of practice.) This activity can be VIDEO RECORDED for play back.  

       (Students would LOVE to look at their performance, and it would be another 

       opportunity for them to reinforce the concepts.)

(Fire truck/fire officers putting out a fire – 990; police station/officer/car – 999; ambulance/nurse/doctor/hospital – village Health Centre number etc.)
	

	Resources: 

· Video clips, newspaper/internet pictures (with/without captions), teacher-made photo story (suggested), reading texts (passages, stories, poems), media texts (posters, fliers, slogans), simple props associated with persons who assist with hurricane and flooding disasters, a simple digital camera, cell phone or land line phone, teacher checklists.
	

	Assessment: 
· Observation: Teacher checklist for: oral communication skills, cooperation with peers, use of the camera and mime/role play performance.  (teacher decides in which activity she/he wants to use checklist).

· Conversation: Show and Tell exercise with pictures, most activities involve teacher-student/student-student communication and sharing; the teacher can use these as opportunities to extend students’ ideas by careful questioning.

· Product: Still shots (class can look at pictures at a later time to evaluate them based on simple criteria), performance (a checklist or simple rubric OR student feedback can act as the evaluation).
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