	UNIT ONE: Physical Features of Trinidad and Tobago – Natural and Artificial

	Learning Plan: 5 of  5

	Class: Standard 2    Term 1
	Theme:  My Country: The Environment of Trinidad and Tobago - Land

	Duration: 3 days
	Topic:  Mapping My Country

	Context:
Map reading is a life skill that helps us to add a sense of direction and position to our physical environment in relation to others in our physical world. Developing basic map skills in young children will enable them to acquire this sense of direction and position and will provide a foundation for developing further map reading skills in the future.

	CONSIDERATIONS:

☒HFLE:
Effective Communication
Cooperation

Literacy
☒Reading
☒Writing
☒Oral Communication
☒Media & Information Literacy

Numeracy 
☐Problem Solving
☐Critical thinking
☐Communication
☐Representation
☐Reasoning

☒ICT Skills

☒Differentiated Instruction

☒Assessment for Learning

	Outcomes: 
At the end of this learning experience students will:
· identify basic features of a map: title, key, compass, and borders
· describe what each of these features represent (title, key, compass, and border)
· use content-specific words to create and express meaning
· develop research skills to interpret symbols, signs, charts and (simple) graphs/maps
· interpret content in print,/visual and media (maps)
· name and locate on a map of Trinidad and Tobago: mountain ranges, plains, rivers, swamps, surrounding water bodies, rural and urban areas, major cities and/towns, major roads and highways
· develop an appreciation for the natural physical environment of Trinidad and Tobago
· use the process approach in writing.

	

	Activities: 

Developing map skills
1. Students use simple maps from the previous learning activity to identify title, compass, key and border. Students are engaged in a discussion to as to the function of each of these features on maps.
2.  Teacher displays a large map of Trinidad and Tobago and guides students to locating copies of same in their atlases. Alternatively, students can view a soft copy provided by the teacher, or on the internet. Students are guided to locate and further investigate the title, key, compass and borders. Students then share their thoughts and simple definitions for each feature are crafted. 
3. On the large map of Trinidad and Tobago, teacher sticks arrows pointing to the four features discussed. Teacher then calls upon different students to place the labels title, key, compass and border against the arrows. Students do the same on individual copies provided. Next to the label, they write simple definitions for each of the features. In pairs, they read their definitions to each other.	
Let’s locate it!
4. Students are engaged in full exploration of the key/legend on the map of Trinidad and Tobago. Teacher questions students about the colour code in terms of mountain ranges and plains. Students identify where these ranges and plains are located on the map. Peers are encouraged to assist those who have difficulties. 
5. On individual outline maps, students colour in the mountain ranges and plains. (Alternatively, students do this activity on the computer).
6. Using additional outline maps, the entire procedure in 4 and 5 above is repeated to locate:
· rivers, swamps, surrounding water bodies
· rural and urban areas, major cities, towns and (including their own)
· major roads and highways in Trinidad and Tobago.
(Each of the maps can be done on different days) 
All work is placed in student portfolios.
Pending the availability of space (yard/floor space), a large outline map of Trinidad and Tobago is drawn on the floor/ground. Teacher groups students and assigns a number name. As a group’s number and the name of a physical feature are called, the group must enter the map and correctly represent the feature by standing in the correct position/s.

Care and appreciation for our environment
7. Students are put into two large groups. Each group is given chart paper and markers. One group focuses on natural landforms and the other on the man-made/built environment. In their groups, they discuss ways in which citizens can show care and appreciation for these. Using a graphic organiser, each group charts their ideas. Teacher circulates posing guided questions/scaffolding as necessary.
8. Groups make oral presentations. Charts are then displayed on the classroom wall.
Independent writing activity
9.  Students are guided in the use of the process approach to write a piece on ‘Caring for our environment’.
	

	Resources: 
· ICTs: computers, internet
· Others: simple maps from the previous learning activity, large map of Trinidad and Tobago, small hard/soft copies of maps, small/large outline maps of Trinidad and Tobago, labels
· Stationery: chart paper, markers, colour pencils, pencils, notebooks

	

	Assessment: 
· Cooperation and collaboration checklist
· Oral communication skills checklist
· Participation rubric
· Portfolio Assessment
· Rubric for descriptive writing 	
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