	UNIT ONE: Exploring Media

	Learning Plan: 2 of  5

	Class: Standard 4  Term: 1
	Theme:  The World of Change: Media and Information

	Duration: 2 days
	Topic: Deconstructing texts

	Context: 
Media is the combination of words, graphics or sounds used to communicate information. Texts can be in the form of wordless books - graphics only, words only, or a combination of both. The skill of deconstructing texts lends itself to the deconstruction of media forms which permit knowledge of media’s intent as well as facilitate informed decisions with regards to products that influence health and behaviour.
	CONSIDERATIONS:

 HFLE:
Decision Making
Creative Thinking

Literacy
Reading
Writing
 Oral Communication
☐ Literary Appreciation
 Media & Information Literacy

Numeracy 
 Problem Solving
 Critical thinking
 Communication
 Representation
 Reasoning

☐ ICT Skills

 Differentiated Instruction

 Assessment for learning

	Outcomes: 
At the end of this learning experience students will:
· express numbers to one million in expanded notation
· understand that texts have purposes and are written for audiences 
· monitor reading for accuracy and sense, demonstrating that they have the confidence to adjust their reading
· generate questions about the text
· read grade level texts independently
· take notes after listening 
· ask pertinent questions
· [bookmark: _GoBack]deconstruct selected media to understand how information/messages are presented to audiences
· name basic forms of media in Spanish 
. 
	

	Activities: 

Deconstructing Analogy: 

1. The number 896 234 (or any number to one million) is displayed in some form (written or projected). Students are asked to expand this number and restore it (by adding according to place value) to the original form using paper provided (option: base ten blocks and place value mats can be used). Students volunteer other numbers to expand and restore (at teacher’s discretion). 
2. Students discuss in pairs, groups or with the entire class (to be decided by the teacher) the completed activity. The discussion is guided by the teacher to elicit ideas related to ‘taking apart’ and ‘putting together’ e.g. ‘dismantle’, ‘assemble’, etc.  
3. A toy or any object (based on student interest e.g. cell phone) that could be dismantled is displayed by the teacher. 
Students are asked if they could take the object apart and put it back together. If the answer is ‘yes’, they are asked to demonstrate this for the class. If the answer is ‘no’ it is done by the teacher (practised before).
4. Students discuss in pairs, groups or with the entire class (to be decided by the teacher) the activity seen. The discussion is guided again by the teacher to elicit ideas related to ‘taking apart’ and ‘putting together’ e.g. ‘dismantle’, ‘assemble’, etc.
5. The words ‘Deconstruct’ and ‘Construct’ are introduced to students and displayed in some form (written or projected). It is explained to students that:

· ‘Deconstruct’ is the opposite of ‘Construct’.
· Construct' means to ‘build’ and ‘Deconstruct’ means to dismantle. 
· ‘Deconstruction’ is done when more information is needed for a better understanding of the contribution of the different parts (as in the case with the number and toy or cell phone e.g. battery for power).

6. It is also explained that ‘Deconstruction’ not only applies to Mathematics, toys or certain physical objects, but to words, texts, graphics (pictures, illustrations) and sounds in various combinations (as they will discover). 

Prior planning by teacher:

A variety of grade level appropriate texts based on students’ interests, personalities and backgrounds is compiled. 
Deconstructing Texts  (Modelled by the Teacher): 
7. A text from the prepared list is chosen and read (using guided reading, shared reading or teacher read aloud  - each can be used with different texts over several sessions) followed by a ‘think aloud’ using these questions:

Note – These questions may be modified by the teacher and must be prepared on a word document to be projected when mentioned during the ‘think aloud’. Students will be asked to contribute to the answers which will be written next to the questions.

· What is the purpose of this text? (To inform? To persuade? To create mental images? To tell a story?)
· Who is it intended for? (Adults? Children? Males? Females?) 
(NB That an author’s purpose and audience will determine the kind of language that s/he uses and the form the piece of writing will take.)
· What am I learning? 
· What do I already know about this?
· Does this make sense? 
· Should I adjust the speed with which I read or Reread?

Students are informed that these questions assist in the understanding of the text – ‘Deconstructing’, as well as in the monitoring of their learning with the text.
8. They suggest other questions and these are entered in the word document. After the questions have been entered, students suggest possible answers. These are projected as well.

Deconstructing Texts - Independent Reading and Sharing: 
9. Students choose a text to read from the prepared list. After reading the text they silently self-question themselves using the questions in activity 7. They then share their answers in pairs, groups or with the entire class (to be decided by the teacher). 
10. After sharing, students write other questions that could assist in the understanding of the text as well as in the monitoring of their learning with the text. Students share their questions in pairs, groups or with the entire class (to be decided by the teacher). 
11. Students write the questions that they think would help them better understand the text chosen to be read and also ask the presenter what influenced their choice of the question of interest (to be moderated by the teacher).

Deconstructing Media

12. Students are presented with various forms of media:
· signs
· posters
· billboards 
· movies
· television
· podcasts
 
They select one form per group (decided by the teacher) to be ‘Deconstructed’ using the methods used for ‘Deconstructing’ texts (teacher may review if necessary). They then share their ideas within the group.

13. Groups present their form of media to the class together with their questions and answers. At the end of the presentations, students are asked to think about some words that can be used to describe (define) media. The discussion is guided by the teacher to elicit media as a combination of words, graphics or sounds used to communicate information.

Media in Spanish

14. The teacher shows students various pictures of media – computer, internet, website, television, radio, newspaper. As he shows them he says the Spanish word (la computadora, el internet, el sitio web, la televisión, la radio, los diarios). 
15. The English words for identified forms of media are written on the board with matching numbers (1. computer, 2. internet, 3. website, 4. television, 5. radio, 6. newspaper).  The numbers 1 – 6 are printed on cards and placed in a bag. The students stand around in a circle. They pass the bag in a clockwise direction while music (preferably Spanish) is played. When the music stops whoever is holding the bag picks a number. The student gives the Spanish word that corresponds to that form of media listed on the board. If the word is correct, the music resumes and they continue to pass the bag. If the word is incorrect then the child steps out of the circle. The others give the correct word. The bag is passed around until a winner is identified. 
16.  The English words are placed on the word wall.

Teacher Recap
17. The teacher reviews the process of ‘Deconstructing’ media.
	

	Resources: 
· Stationery: paper, pencils.
· ICTs: cell phone, computer, digital projector
· Literature: grade level texts
· Other: pictures of various forms of media – (computer, internet, website, television, radio, newspaper), bag, Spanish music, cards with numerals 1 to 6, toys, base ten blocks, place value mats
	

	Assessment: 
· Teacher observation
· Students are asked to write two pieces each with a different purpose and audience. For example a letter to an older family member, explaining the use of a game and a description of a game for a friend their age. Pay particular attention to students’ awareness of purpose and audience in these pieces.
· Pass the bag game
· Collaborative activities
· Oral presentations
· Media in Spanish Game: Hang Man. Students are placed in groups of six. Teacher writes blank spaces on board. Each group is asked to guess letters to figure out which form of media he is referring to. If they miss a letter then another group has the chance to complete it. When the word is complete the entire class then has to say it out loud.
	









PICTURES OF DIFFERENT FORMS OF MEDIA
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