	   UNIT FOUR: Effects of Human Beings on Land

	Learning Plan: 2 of 5

	Class: Standard 2  Term: 1
	Theme: My Country: The Environment of Trinidad and Tobago - Land

	Duration: 3 days
	Topic: Care of the Environment

	Context:
Responsible citizens consistently demonstrate care for the environment. In order to become responsible citizens, students need to have knowledge and an understanding of ways in which they can show care for the land, the overall benefits of doing so, and the possible consequences of not doing so, as well as how to solve environmental problems. This knowledge will allow them to develop positive attitudes and habits that will promote long-term care for the environment.

	CONSIDERATIONS:

 HFLE: 

Problem Solving
Understanding Consequences

Literacy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading
Writing
 Oral Communication
☐ Literary Appreciation
 Media & Information Literacy

Numeracy 
☐ Problem Solving
☐ Critical thinking
☐ Communication
☐ Representation
☐ Reasoning

 ICT Skills

 Differentiated Instruction

 Assessment for Learning

	Outcomes: 
At the end of this learning experience students will:
· use their bodies and graphic representations to accurately depict the melodic contour (shape) of familiar songs/excerpts
· create mental images based on given stimuli
· connect stimuli to personal and collective experiences
· organize paragraphs using a topic sentence and supporting details
· apply the process approach to writing to compose paragraphs
· describe 2-3 ways in which care for the land, air and water can be demonstrated
· evaluate methods selected for caring for the land 
· cite 2-3 benefits of caring for the land
· infer 2-3 possible consequences of failing to care for the land
· recommend at least one solution to a given environmental issue: flooding, landslides, smoke/fumes, build-up of debris/pollutants in drainage systems
· apply the steps in the research process to formulate a plan to solve an environmental problem in the school
· sequence assigned tasks so as to have them done on time and as required.
 
	

	Activities: 

Melodic contour
1. Teacher instructs students to observe him/her carefully as he/she sings the song ‘Bits of Paper’ simultaneously moving a hand in an up-down fashion to indicate higher and lower pitches. Teacher questions students about what they observed in relation to his/her voice and hand. 
2. Students sing the song and pattern teacher’s hand movements according to the pitch of the notes. This is done a few times.
3. Students get into groups of 5 and stoop down. They practice singing the song while moving their bodies up and down according to the notes. Alternatively, students form a long line and are given flashcards of the words of the song. As they sing, each flashcard is moved up or down according to the pitches.
4. Teacher demonstrates drawing a line (like a line graph) to represent the pitches within the melody of the first two phrases of the song. Students complete the line graph for the next three phrases.
How do we show care for our environment?
5. Teacher litters the yard with crumpled newspaper. Students are taken outdoors and, as they sing the song ‘Bits of Paper’, they pick up the paper and throw them in the bin. Teacher elicits the message within the rhyme and links it to care of the environment.
6. Students are exposed to stimulus material (presentation by Environmental Management Authority (EMA). officer/pictures/PowerPoint slides) based on care, and lack of care, for the environment. Through discussion, students identify ways in which one can show care for the environment and as well as those actions that show lack of care for the environment.
7. Students are given the opportunity to connect stimulus material to their personal and collective experiences by sharing situations that they may have experienced or that exist in their own community.
8. Students are placed in three large groups. Each group is given a set of pictures that depict care of the environment - land, air and water. Students select and use a suitable graphic organizer to chart their ideas using the pictures as well as words/phrases. These are orally presented to the class and displayed on the wall.
Methods for solving environmental problems
9. Teacher points students to relevant materials (leaflets, magazines, newspapers, online articles) that allow them to engage in research to find out what methods are used to solve environmental problems that exist in Trinidad and Tobago. As part of homework, students can also interview parents or others in their community. Findings are presented and discussed. Teacher encourages students to (1) share their opinions on whether they think that the methods used to counteract environmental problems are working/not working/can be improved upon etc. and (2) to suggest other methods of solving same.
Let’s reap the benefits
10. Teacher asks the questions “Who benefits from caring for the land? What are some of these benefits?” Students employ the Think-Pair-Share strategy their answers indicating the benefits. 
E.g. We all benefit from planting trees/not cutting down trees because trees keep the air clean and may provide us with food and other products, and this keeps us healthy….
The point that, in the end, everyone benefits is made abundantly clear to students.
11. Students write in their journals 2-3 benefits of caring for the land.
Story Drama – Consequences of lack of care for the land
12. Students are placed in small groups of 4-5. Teacher presents each group with a scenario depicting failure to care for the land.
E.g. A group of students were walking home from school. They stopped at the shop and bought snacks and drinks. When they reached a river, they threw their snack paper and empty cans/bottles into it.
13. Each group reads and discusses the scenario then creates a short story-drama based on it. They must include simple dialogue indicating that the action within the scenario shows lack of care for the land and the effect/s of such an action.
14. Students complete a worksheet with given stems based on consequences of failure to care for the land.
E.g. If we dump garbage into the river ……
                  If we continue to quarry the land…… 
How can we solve our environmental problems?
15.  Students are placed in 4 groups. Each group is asked to focus on one of the following issues: flooding, landslides, smoke/fumes, build-up of debris/pollutants in drainage systems. In their groups, students brainstorm and research ways of solving these issues. Each group then chooses one member to present their ideas to the rest of the class. Ideas are discussed and additions made as necessary.

Independent Writing/Shared Reading
16. Students are asked to imagine that they are EMA officials who have to give a talk about environmental issues and how they can be solved. Using the process approach to writing, students write what they would present. They share their writing with their peers via the buddy-reading strategy/whole.
Action Plan
17. Students apply the steps of the research process to investigate and identify environmental problems within their school e.g. littering, noise, drainage, dust, fumes/foul smell, flies, stray dogs etc. (Students can be grouped according to the number of issues existing. If no problems exist, they can be imagined). Guided by the teacher, students formulate and implement a simple, sequential action plan to solve the problem/s. 
Sequenced steps can include:
· investigation/research - observing problem/s within their school
· collaborative planning – coming up with a plan to solve the problem/s
· implementation - practical hands-on activities 
· sharing - giving feedback/results/video-taping (class/whole school)
· review/reflection – e.g. journal/log
	

	Resources: 
· Stationery: paper, pencil, markers, chart paper, flashcards, journal books
· Art Supplies
· ICTs: computers, projector, EMA officer, pictures, PowerPoint slides
· Literature: song ‘Bits of Paper’, leaflets, magazines, newspapers, online articles, written scenarios
· Others: worksheets, graphic organizer

	

	Assessment: 
· Checklist for chart-making
· Co-operation/collaboration rubric
· Observation checklist
· Participation rubric
· Project rubric
· Story drama checklist
· Worksheet 

	









Song: “Bits of Paper”
Bits of paper, bits of paper
Lying on the floor, lying on the floor
Makes the place untidy, makes the place untidy
Pick them up, pick them up

Stick picture here
Insert idea
Insert idea
Insert idea

	
