


	UNIT 2: “Working as a Team”

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Learning Plan: 1 of 5

	Class: Infants Year 1      
	Theme:  Learn, Play, Work      

	Duration: 1 day
	[bookmark: _Toc368245625]Topic:  Do you want to play? 	

	
Context: Team building activities are a fun way to teach children leadership, communication, decision-making and problem solving skills. To succeed at team building games children have to learn to work together, communicate clearly, listen carefully and think creatively. They will learn this through their innate desire to play.
	CONSIDERATIONS:

☒HFLE
Literacy
☒Reading
☒Writing
☐Literary Appreciation
☒Oral Communication
☐Media & Information Literacy
Numeracy
☒Problem Solving
☒Critical thinking
☒Communication
☐Representation
☒Reasoning
☒ICT Skills
☒Differentiated Instruction

☒Assessment for Learning

	Outcomes:
At the end of this learning experience students will:
· show co-operation with their class mates
· estimate the duration of activities
· assess the importance of the observable parts of the body- hands and fingers
· perform basic loco motor and non-loco motor movement in play
· answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in another language
· count forward and backward using objects
· solve simple addition and subtraction problems.
	

	Activities:
Ants in a Line: Children pretend to be ants in this game. The goal is to have each ant (child) move the pebbles (balls) blocking their path to an anthill from one end of the room to the other (see instructions in appendix #1). 

This game can be done on the playground or in an activity room in the school.
1. First, explain to the class how the activity has to be done.
2. Announce the winning group after the task is completed.
3. Discussion – talk about the process the students engaged in during the game e.g. working alone the task could not be done; with friends the task was completed. The objective of this activity is to show students that working with others can get a job done quickly and effectively, rather than working on their own. During discussions emphasize cooperation, listening, communication and problem solving.
4. With reference to the chart, question students on time activities – working alone (long time/short time); working together (long time/short time).
5. Wherever the students have to use the words ‘yes’ and ‘no’ encourage the use of another language (they may also count the number of objects in the anthill in Spanish).
6. Children are provided with sock to place on hand and they try to pick up various objects of different shapes and sizes.
7. The importance of fingers is discussed based on the students’ observations. 
8. Teacher asks students to demonstrate basic loco motor movement (moving with feet) and non-loco motor movement (standing on the spot) that was used to get the objects into the anthill.
9. Students repeat movements with use of only one hand or foot and compare how effective they were.
10. Teachers lead students in a discussion of the importance of having TWO limbs for balance, speed, dexterity and strength.
11. Students should discuss the challenges experienced by those who are physically disabled or handicapped and suggest ways they can be of assistance.
(Students who are having some problems with psychomotor skills can take their time. The idea here is to bring out co-operation and encourage basic loco motor movement.)
Follow with the second activity to reinforce “team work” (co-operation, helping each other, etc.)

Frogs on a Lily Pad
12. Students are placed in 4/5 groups of equal number of members which are identified by labels of numbers written in Spanish.
13. Teacher explains the game “Frogs on a Lily Pad” as described in the appendix #1 before the play it.
14. During the game, teacher stops the music and engages students in solving simple addition and subtraction problems. E.g. how many lily pads are left when one was removed (subtraction); how many children were one a lily pad before and after the music stopped (addition).
 During the game let students work out on their own how they are going to help each other on to a lily pad. For the children with problems in psychomotor skills, as the teacher, help them along. Encourage other students to help them as well. Question students on what it means to have team work. 

	

	Resources: 
· Rubber/sponge balls (approx. 20 cm.); CD player and music; lily pads (carpet squares, mats, squares drawn on the ground, etc., about 18” x 18” can work as a substitute); chalk (optional)
	

	Assessment: 
· Teacher’s observations on how students cooperated during the games.
· Students’ ability to answer “yes” or “no” or count in Spanish or another language.
· Students’ responses to the meaning of team work.
· Completion of mathematics worksheet, appendix #2.
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Ants in a Line: Rules and Instructions.
RULES: 
· Objects cannot be placed in a vessel or pocket but must be held in student’s hand. 
· Any object that falls from student’s hand must be left behind.
· 1 point is given for the numbers of objects safely placed in the anthill and points equal to each group’s placement according to least time taken to complete the task (the last place receives 1 point and each place higher gets one more point than the previous group) are awarded.
· The winning team is the one receiving the greatest number of points in the second try.

Instructions:
1. Place students into groups of equal members.
2. Using masking tape create a path from one end of the activity space to an anthill (a basket label accordingly).
3. Label (1, 2, 3, 4….) objects (balls, lego blocks, lemons etc) so that there is one for each group member.
4. Place objects at various points along the path and have one member of each group take turns to collect all the objects in one trip to the anthill. Note the time taken by having all the other students count out the number of seconds needed or using a stopwatch. Teacher records the number of objects retrieved and time taken by each group in their first try on a chart.
5. Each group gets another try at the task but this time can use a relay system where the first group member goes to base one, picks up the object and takes it to the anthill. When he/she reaches the next team mate moved to second base, picks up object and heads to anthill, then the third….
6. Again, the number of objects in the anthill/basket and time taken is recorded by the counting of other groups.

Frogs on a Lily Pad: Instructions.
1. Set up 1 lily pad (carpet squares work) for each child
2. Start the music and ask the kids to walk around like musical chairs
3. When the music stops pick a pad to leap too
4. Start the music again, but remove a lily pad each time
5. Each time the music stops everyone should work together to find a lily pad to be on
6. As long as part of their body is touching the lily pad the "frog" is safe
7. No matter how many frogs end up each pad they need to work together to make room for all
8. As you continue playing have the frogs leap, skip, hop, and "swim" to the music.
9. When the music stops, how few pads can people manage to fit on if they work cooperatively?
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Count  forward 
Write in the missing numbers.

1      2     3     __     5     __     7     __     __     10

Solve the problems:
  6           +       3 =  __                    2      +      7 = __
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9    -  5  =                                    10   -   8   =
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