	UNIT ONE: My Country: The Environment of T & T:Water

	Learning Plan: 3 of  7

	Class: Standard 2  Term: 2
	Theme:  Water, I Use

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Duration: 2 days
	Topic:  Respect our Environment

	Context:

It is crucial that students develop a healthy respect for the natural environment. This can be done by helping students to recognise that water, a key element of the natural environment, is not merely something that exists but something that enhances their daily lives. Bringing students to understand the shared responsibility all human beings have to safeguard this resource, will bring them closer to willingly doing their part to boost environmental sustainability.
	CONSIDERATIONS:

 HFLE:

Creative Thinking
Understanding Consequences

Literacy
☐Reading
Writing
☐ Oral Communication
 Literary Appreciation
☐ Media & Information Literacy

Numeracy 
 Problem Solving
☐ Critical thinking
 Communication
☐ Representation
☐ Reasoning

☐ ICT Skills

 Differentiated Instruction

☐ Assessment for Learning

	Outcomes: 

At the end of this learning experience students will:
· describe ways in which respect for the environment can be demonstrated 
· examine the ways in which respect (for the environment) can boost environmental sustainability
· give reasons why persons should respect laws governing access to public space
· recite poems with a sense of rhythm and with the required articulation and intonation
· select and apply appropriate word analysis skills to unfamiliar words to read literary texts 
· write neatly and legibly  
· compose simple forms of poetry (the Haiku)
· use the frequency count from tally charts to construct a block graph of scale factor 1:1
· construct block graphs (vertical or horizontal arrangements) on grid paper based on information 
· label axes and name the graph 
· interpret and analyse the data so as to make decisions about a real life situation or problem
· participate in decision-making to solve problems
· communicate findings and justify decisions made using appropriate vocabulary (orally or in writing) 
· describe the method used to solve a problem or address a situation.
	

	Tasks:

 Walter, Respect the Water 
1. Poem – “Walter, Respect the Water” is read by teacher. Focus is placed on comprehension, spelling words and vocabulary development.
2. A discussion about “respect” is initiated. 
a) Students are invited to share their thoughts on the term “respect”
b) Students are guided to share their thoughts on “respect for the environment”
c) Using thoughts shared students construct a definition for the term “respect for the environment” 
3. Students are asked about ways in which they can show respect for the environment. 
4. The poem is presented and students participate in a shared reading activity. 
5. This opportunity is used to track understanding of the topic thus far. Relevant questions are asked at intervals during the reading. Examples include:
a) What are some of the reasons we need water?
b) Name some of the water sources mentioned in the poem. 
c) What are some of the bad habits (that harm our environment) we should refrain from practising?
6. The words “sustainable” and “drinkable” are highlighted. 
a) The word “sustainable” is pronounced by the teacher as a pointer is run from left to right under the word. 
b) The affix “-able” is isolated and pronounced.
c)  An explanation for the suffix “-able” and the way in which it changes the function of the word sustain is given. 
d) Other examples of words with the suffix “-able” are provided by the teacher. Using knowledge of the meaning of “-able” students infer the meanings of the new words.
Poetic Flow
7. Haikus are introduced to students by the teacher by first reviewing syllables.

 “A syllable is a part of a word pronounced as a unit. It is usually made up of a vowel alone or a vowel with one or more consonants. E.g. The word "Haiku" has two syllables: Hai-ku; the word "introduction" has four syllables: in-tro-duc-tion.

The "Haiku" is a traditional form of Japanese poetry. Haiku poems consist of 3 lines. The first and last lines of a Haiku have 5 syllables and the middle line has 7 syllables. The lines rarely rhyme.

Here's a Haiku to help you remember:
      I am first with five
Then seven in the middle --
Five again to end.

Because Haikus are such short poems, they are usually written about things that are recognizable to the reader.”

8. Students are guided to develop and write a Haiku based on “water”
9. Students write the developed poem neatly and legibly by observing spacing and letter formation.
10. Students read the created poem on a whole-class basis and practice correct rhythm, articulation and intonation.
11. Students are given an opportunity to memorize the poem and then (later in the day) are required to recite the poem with correct rhythm, articulation and intonation.  

Making What Counts Count
12. Children conduct a survey to get views on the statement: Students can do a great deal to preserve water resources found in Trinidad and Tobago. (Teacher can use another statement related to the topic). Views are recorded using tally marks on a table similar to the one shown below: 

	VIEW
	TALLY
	FREQUENCY

	Strongly Agree
	
	

	Agree
	
	

	Disagree
	
	

	Strongly Disagree
	
	



Suggestion:
Survey can be extended to other classes to increase the sample size or the number of categories for which views (strongly agree, agree, etc.) are to be collected can be reduced depending on the class size.

13. Teacher guides students to use the frequency count from the tally chart to construct a block graph using a 1: 1 ratio.
14. Students, together with the teacher, calculate the amounts to be represented on the block graph using the scale factor 1:1. They then use given templates to construct the graph: they label the axes, fill in the blocks and name the graph. 
15. Students, using various prompts from the teacher, interpret and analyse the data presented on their graphs. e.g Which option did most people select?
16. Based on findings, students suggest ways in which they could inform fellow students of methods that can be used to preserve water resources. 
17. Students are then placed in groups. They discuss further the suggestions generated above. Each group is directed to select the method that they would prefer to use to complete the assigned task.
Options could include:
· Posters
· Oral or PPT Presentations
· Lists
· Skit
Teacher can provide students with criteria that they could use to make their decisions. e.g skills and talents of members, resources that are available, the age range of the audience for whom the work is to be prepared, the number of persons for whom the work is to be prepared, etc. 
18. Along with the completed item, each group is asked to submit a summary report. In this report they are to provide 
· two reasons for having selected the method they used to share topic-related information with colleagues. 
· a brief description of the steps taken to execute the project.

19. A story which highlights respect for the environment is presented to the students. 
Purpose: to provide students with the opportunity to talk about what they read as they read it.
20. Procedure:
21. Students are grouped into threes or fours.
22. Students are informed of the points at which they should stop and think about what they have read.
23. Students read to the first stopping point and then pause to think about the reading. They might consider such issues as what they found interesting or puzzling. They may make brief notes about their thoughts.
24. Students select and apply appropriate word analysis skills to unfamiliar words as they read the text. 
They also use dictionaries to locate meanings of unfamiliar words. Students use this process to make relationships between spelling and pronunciation at the letter, syllable, and word levels to figure out unfamiliar words. 
More proficient readers can focus on the meanings and spellings of prefixes, root words, and suffixes. For example, students are asked to divide compound words or to underline the root word or the affix in words with prefixes and/or suffixes.
25. The members of each group will then talk amongst themselves using their notes to remind them of the points they wish to highlight.
26. The students share, focusing on interesting issues that arose during the small group discussions. Length of time allocated for the exercise will depend on students’ needs and interest.
27. This completes the first Think and Share cycle. Students can read the next portion of the story and begin the cycle again.
28. In their reading, students are guided to focus on examining the ways in which respect (for the environment) can boost environmental sustainability. These points are discussed as they arise.
29. As a class, students list reasons why persons should have respect for laws governing access to public space.
	

	Resources:  
Poem - Respect the Water, graph paper, blank paper, flash cards

	

	Assessment: 
Worksheets on suffixes - words and sentences.
Creation of poem 
Create block graph
Oral responses

	









Resource Poems:
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Poem:

Walter, Respect the Water

Respect the water, Walter!
We need it for life.
To wash our clothes, our hands, our toes,
To prevent unhealthy living and strife.


Don’t disrespect the waters, Walter!
You need to care for all of them!
Hillsborough Reservoir, Caroni Swamp and more
So they will still be here for our children.

Respect the water, Walter!
So our water can remain drinkable
For this generation and the next,
Let’s keep this resource sustainable.

Don’t disrespect our waters, Walter!
Keep our beaches and rivers clean.
Don’t dump bottle caps and paper wraps,
As that will be so mean.

Thank you for respecting the water, Walter.
What you are doing is the right way to go.
Share this news and remove the blues,
For a brighter Trinidad and Tobago.
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Example of a Water Haiku
“Water Cool, Clear, Refreshing
Rushing, Gushing, Ride the Tide
Try to stay afloat”
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